AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Original) A method for receiving data in a wireless communication system 
comprising steps of: 

receiving shared channel data over a shared channel; 

storing the received shared channel data to produce stored shared channel data; 

receiving shared control channel data over a shared control channel; 

decoding the received shared control channel data to produce decoded shared 
control channel data; 

determining whether the decoded shared control channel data differs from 
previously received shared control channel data; and 

when the decoded shared control channel data differs from previously received 
shared confrol channel data, dispensing with at least one of the decoded shared control 
channel data and the stored shared channel data. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of determining whether the 
decoded shared confrol channel data differs from previously received shared confrol 
channel data comprises a step of: 

determining whether a decoding error has occurred with respect to the decoded 
shared control channel data; and 

when no decoding error is determined to have occurred with respect to the 
decoded shared control channel data, determining whether the decoded shared control 
channel data differs from previously received shared control channel data. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, fiirther comprising steps of: 

when a decoding error is determined to have occurred with respect to the received 
shared confrol channel data, performing an error detection test on the received shared 
confrol channel data; 

when the error detection test detects an error, ignoring the received shared confrol 
channel data. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of determining whether the 
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decoded shared control channel data differs from previously received shared confrol 
channel data comprises a step of determining whether the decoded shared confrol channel 
data differs from previously received shared confrol channel data in a manner 
inconsistent with a protocol causing a protocol error. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data received over the shared confrol 
channel comprises a frame, wherein the step of determining whether the decoded shared 
confrol channel data differs from previously received shared control channel data 
comprises a step of determining whether the decoded shared control channel frame 
differs from a previously received shared control channel frame, and wherein the step of 
dispensing comprises a step of, when the decoded shared control channel frame differs 
from a previously received shared control channel frame, purging the stored shared 
channel data. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the data received over the shared control 
channel comprises a frame, wherein the step of determining whether the decoded shared 
confrol channel data differs from previously received shared confrol channel data 
comprises a step of determining whether the decoded shared confrol channel frame 
differs from one or more frames of a plurality of previously received shared confrol 
channel frames, and wherein the step of dispensing comprises a step of, when the 
decoded shared confrol channel frame differs from the one or more frames of the plurality 
of previously received shared confrol channel frames, ignoring the decoded shared 
confrol channel frame. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving data over a shared 
control channel comprises a step of receiving each of a first frame and a second frame 
over a shared control channel, wherein the step of decoding the received shared control 
channel data comprises steps of decoding the first frame to produce a decoded first frame 
and decoding the second frame to produce a decoded second frame, wherein the step of 
determining whether the decoded shared control channel data differs from previously 
received shared control channel data comprises steps of: 
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comparing the decoded first fi-ame to the decoded second frame to produce a 
comparison; 

determining whether the decoded first fi-ame differs from the decoded second 

frame; 

when the decoded first frame differs from the decoded second frame but each of 
the decoded first frame and the decoded second frame appears to correspond to a same 
data packet, performing steps of 

computing a first energy level for the first frame; 
computing a second energy level for the second frame; 
comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to produce a 
comparison; and 

wherein the step of dispensing comprises a step of ignoring one of the decoded 
first frame and the decoded second frame based on the comparison. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the method fiirther comprises steps of: 

receiving dedicated pointer channel data over a dedicated pointer channel, 
wherein the dedicated pointer channel data comprises a plurality of dedicated pointer 
channel frames; 

when the decoded shared control channel data differs from previously received 
shared control channel data: 

computing a first energy level for a first dedicated pointer channel frame 
of the plurality of dedicated pointer channel frames; 

computing a second energy level for a second dedicated pointer channel 
frames of the plurality of dedicated pointer channel frames; 

comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to produce an 
energy metric; 

comparing the energy metric to a threshold; and 

ignoring the dedicated pointer channel when the energy metric compares 
unfavorably with the threshold. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises steps of: 
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receiving dedicated pointer channel data over a dedicated pointer channel, 
wherein the dedicated pointer channel data comprises a plurality of data fields and points 
to the shared control channel; 

when the decoded shared control channel data differs fi-om previously received 
shared control channel data: 

computing a first energy level for a first data field of the plurality of data 

fields; 

computing a second energy level for a second data field of the plurality of 
data fields; 

comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to produce an 
energy metric; 

comparing the energy metric to a threshold; and 

ceasing decoding of data received over at least one of the shared control 
channel and the shared channel when the energy metric compares unfavorably 
with the threshold. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method for receiving data in a wireless communication 
system comprising steps of: 

receiving shared control channel data over a shared control channel to produc e 
rocoivod data ; 

receiving shared channel data over a shared channel; 

determining an onorgy metric for a first energy level corresponding to the 
received shared control channel data; 

determining a second energy level corresponding to the received shared channel 

data; 

comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to produce an energy 

metric: 

comparing the determined energy metric to a threshold; and 
ignoring the received shared control channel data when the energy metric 
compares unfavorably with the threshold. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the received data comprises 
a frame and wherein the step of determining an energy metric level comprises a step of 
computing an energy corresponding to a data field of the frame. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the shared confrol channel is 
a dedicated pointer confrol channel and the data field comprises a pointer bit field of a 
frame received over the dedicated pointer confrol channel. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the step of receiving data 
over a control channel comprises steps of receiving shared control channel data over a 
shar e d control channel and rec e iving d e dicat e d point e r control chann e l data ov e r a 
dedicated pointer confrol channel, and wherein the stop of determining an energy metric 
for th e r e c e iv e d data compris e s st e ps of A method for receiving data in a wireless 
communication system comprising steps of 

receiving shared confrol channel data over a shared confrol channel: 
receiving dedicated pointer confrol channel data over a dedicated pointer confrol 
channel: 

determining a first energy level corresponding to the received shared confrol 
channel data; 

determining a second energy level corresponding to the received dedicated 
pointer control channel data; aad 

comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to produce an energy 
metric; and 

comparing the determined energy metric to a threshold; and 

wherein the step of ignoring the received data when the energy metric compares 
unfavorably with the threshold comprises a step of ignoring the dedicated pointer control 
channel data when the energy metric compares unfavorably with the threshold. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising a step of ceasing 
decoding of data received over at least one of the shared control channel and #ie a shared 
channel when the energy metric compares unfavorably with the threshold. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4-7 10, further comprising a step of 
ceasing decoding of data received over the shared channel when the energy metric 
compares unfavorably with the threshold. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Original) A communication device comprising: 

a receiver that receives shared control channel data over a shared control channel 
and shared channel data over a shared channel; 

a memory that stores previously received shared control channel data and further 
stores previously received shared channel data to produce stored shared channel data; and 

a processor operably coupled to each of the receiver and the memory that decodes 
the received shared control channel data to produce decoded shared control channel data, 
determines whether the decoded shared control channel data differs from previously 
received shared confrol channel data, and when the decoded shared confrol channel data 
differs from previously received shared confrol channel data, dispenses with at least one 
of the decoded shared confrol channel data and the stored shared channel data. 

21. (Original) The communication device of claim 20, wherein the data received over 
the shared control channel comprises a shared confrol channel frame, wherein the 
determination, by the processor, of whether the decoded shared control channel data 
differs from previously received shared control channel data comprises determining 
whether the decoded shared control channel frame differs from a previously received 
shared control channel frame, and wherein the processor purges the stored shared channel 
data when the decoded shared control channel frame differs from a previously received 
shared confrol channel frame. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 20, wherein the data received over the shared 
control channel comprises a shared control channel frame, wherein the determination, by 
the processor, of whether the decoded shared control channel data differs from previously 
received shared control channel data comprises determining whether the decoded shared 
control channel frame differs from one or more frames of a plurality of previously 
received shared control channel frames, and wherein the processor ignores the decoded 
shared control channel frame when the decoded shared control channel frame differs 
from the one or more frames of the plurality of previously received shared control 
channel frames. 

23. (Original) The communication device of claim 20, wherein the reception, by the 
receiver, of data over a shared control channel comprises receiving each of a first frame 
and a second frame over a shared control channel, wherein decoding, by the processor, of 
the received shared control channel data comprises decoding the first frame to produce a 
decoded first frame and decoding the second frame to produce a decoded second frame, 
and wherein the determination, by the processor, of whether the decoded shared control 
channel data differs from previously received shared control channel data comprises 
comparing the decoded first frame to the decoded second frame to produce a comparison, 
determining whether the decoded first frame differs from the decoded second frame, and 
when the decoded first frame differs from the decoded second frame but each of the 
decoded first frame and the decoded second frame appears to correspond to a same data 
packet, computing a first energy level for the first frame, computing a second energy 
level for the second frame, comparing the first energy level to the second energy level to 
produce a comparison, and wherein the processor ignores one of the decoded first frame 
and the decoded second frame based on the comparison. 

24. (Original) The communication device of claim 20, wherein the receiver further 
receives dedicated pointer channel data over a dedicated pointer channel, wherein the 
dedicated pointer channel data comprises a plurality of dedicated pointer channel frames, 
and, wherein the processor, when the decoded shared control channel data differs from 
previously received shared control channel data, fiirther computes a first energy level for 
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a first dedicated pointer channel frame of the plurality of dedicated pointer channel 
fi-ames computes a second energy level for a second dedicated pointer channel fi-ame of 
the plurality of dedicated pointer channel fi-ames, compares the first energy level to the 
second energy level to produce an energy metric, compares the energy metric to a 
threshold, and ignores the dedicated pointer channel when the energy metric compares 
unfavorably with the threshold. 

25. (Original) The communication device of claim 20, wherein the receiver further 
receives dedicated pointer channel data over a dedicated pointer channel, wherein the 
dedicated pointer channel data comprises a plurality of data fields and points to the 
shared control channel, and wherein the processor, when the decoded shared control 
channel data differs from previously received shared control channel data, further 
computes a first energy level for a first data field of the plurality of data fields, computes 
a second energy level for a second data field of the plurality of data fields, compares the 
first energy level to the second energy level to produce an energy metric, compares the 
energy metric to a threshold, and ceases decoding of data received over at least one of the 
shared control channel and the shared channel when the energy metric compares 
unfavorably with the threshold. 

26. (Currently Amended) A communication device comprising: 

a receiver that receives shared control channel data over a shared control channel 
to produce rocoivod data and receives shared channel data over a shared channel : and 

a processor operably coupled to the receiver that determines an e n e rgy m e tric for 
tho rocoivod data, compares the dotorminod energy metric to a threshold determines a 
first energy level corresponding to the received shared control channel data, determines a 
second energy level corresponding to the received shared channel data, compares the first 
energy level to the second energy level to produce an energy metric, and ignores the 
received shared control channel data when the energy metric compares unfavorably with 
the threshold. 

27. (Currently Amended) The A communication device of claim 26, wherein the 
comprising: 
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a receiver that receives shared control channel data over a shared control channel 
and receives dedicated pointer control channel data over a dedicated pointer control 
channel^! and wherein the determination, by th e 

a processo r, of an energy metric for the rocoivod data comprises dotormining that 
determines a first energy level corresponding to the received shared control channel data, 
dotorminiH g determines a second energy level corresponding to the received dedicated 
pointer control channel data, and comparing compares the first energy level to the second 
energy level to produce an energy metric, and wherein the processor ignores the 
dedicated pointer control channel data when the energy metric compares unfavorably 
with the threshold. 

28. (Currently Amended) The communication device of claim 27, wherein the processor 
further ceases decoding data received over at least one of the shared control channel and 
the a shared channel when the energy metric compares unfavorably with the threshold. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) The communication device of claim 39 26, wherein the 
processor further ceases decoding data received over the shared channel when the energy 
metric compares unfavorably with the threshold. 
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